ENG 889: Seminar on Digital Media Studies
Catalogue Description: Advanced theoretical and practical approaches to digital media in English studies.  Focuses on such intellectual questions as authorship, narrative, argument, and the nature of texts.

This seminar provides the opportunity to undertake advanced studies of digital media texts and to make important connections between these studies and specific areas of scholarship within English.  In the seminar, students will explore advanced theoretical and practical approaches to digital media from perspectives in literature, literacy, folklore, creative writing, disability studies, rhetoric, or composition.  The seminar will also focus on some of the fundamental intellectual questions about authorship, narrative, argument, and the nature of texts raised by contemporary scholars in connection with digital media.

Increasingly, projects and communications  across English studies have been mediated by digital tools and scholarly environments—the Victorian Web, Bohemian Ink, the Online Medieval and Classical Library, The Electronic Beowulf project, E-texts, Poems that Go, Voice of the Shuttle, Notes on the Gaze, Encyclopedia Mythica, American Folklore Studies, among many, many others. As a result, scholars preparing for academic careers in English need advanced preparation in the study and understanding of digital media, developing  additional critical and theoretical ways of understanding digital media texts and acquiring increasingly sophisticated approaches to interpreting and analyzing such texts.  Finally, they need advanced practice in conceptualizing, creating, and distributing texts that may include combinations of alphabetic elements, video, still images, photography, animation, and audio.

The course focuses on the following goals:

•
Developing  advanced understanding of digital media texts using historical, cultural, economic, educational, and ideological approaches associated with various areas English studies.

•
Exploring digital media in theory and practice and making connections to particular areas of English studies; 

•
Analyzing, and critically interpreting digital media texts and making connections to particular areas of English studies; 

•
Learning critical and productive approaches to planning, creating, and revising digital media texts and making connections to particular areas of English studies; 

•
Developing and extending advanced skills in creating digital media texts, and addressing scholarly concerns associated with particular areas of English studies
